Fly Tipping
Facts and Consequences
Fly Tipping Facts
Fly tipping a mattress, electrical item or bin bag full of rubbish in the
street causes a local nuisance and tipping household items and small
scale building or garden waste in open spaces reduces the beauty of
the countryside.
• Fly tipping is a growing problem that costs Councils almost £74m
a year to clear up (Flycapture data 2008)
• Household items are the most common type of fly tip - 63% of fly
tips involved household waste (Defra April 2010 – March 2011)
• 44% of all recorded fly tips occurred on the highway (roads and
pavements) (Defra April 2010 – March 2011)
• Tyres are a common item to be fly tipped because
garages/mechanics have to pay to dispose of tyres
Fly tipping consequences
Fly tipping can also be harmful to wildlife and humans. Some
examples of how wildlife is affected by the scattering of waste
from fly tips are:
• could be cut by sharp objects like cans or broken glass
• could be strangled by plastic can holders or fishing lines
• could be suffocated inside plastic bags
• could be choked or poisoned with plastics or cigarette ends
• could be trapped inside containers like cans and bottles
Every year animal welfare and wildlife rescue charities treat animals
that have been trapped and/or injured by carelessly disposed
of rubbish.
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Fly Tipping
Facts and Consequences
To make sure that wildlife is protected – you should always
do the following when you dispose of your waste:
• Plastic bags – Tie a knot in the bag and dispose of them
appropriately in litter bins, or, alternatively, recycle them.
• Tin cans – remove the lid completely, drop it into the bottom of the
can and pinch the top of the can shut.
• Yoghurt pots –Remove the lids completely and squash together
the pots.
• All food containers that are thrown away should be washed prior
to being discarded, to reduce the chance of attracting animals.
• Plastic drinks can holders (four plastic rings) – Cut the loops
holding the binding together before you throw them away.
Alternatively, purchase drinks with a cardboard carrying box that
can be recycled.
• Glass – Glass bottles can be recycled. Plastic bottles can also be
recycled, but if this is not possible, cut the bottles in half before
you throw them away – this will stop small animals becoming
trapped inside.
Other articles that are hazardous to animals include:
• Elastic bands – Please cut them up before you put them in the bin.
• Unwanted fishing tackle –Take fishing tackle home and dispose
of it safely.
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